
TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE 

FOR NEEDY FAMILIES 

(TANF)



TANF History and Basics

 TANF established in 1996 as a block grant under 
President Clinton’s Welfare to Work Reform

 Funds must be spent on these four purposes 

 1. Provide assistance to needy families so that children can be 
cared for in their own homes 

 2. Reduce dependency by promoting job preparation, work and 
marriage 

 3. Prevent and reduce the incidence of out-of wedlock pregnancies 

 4. Encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent 
families



TANF Basics

 Can transfer up to 30% of block grant into child 

care and/or social services block grant (SSBG – up 

to 10%) 

 Must maintain certain level of spending (MOE) at 

80% of historic spending levels (75% if meet work 

rates) 

 Established work requirements and time limits
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TANF in Utah

 Cash Assistance – Family Employment Program

 Federally Mandated Work Requirements

 Time Limits

 Federal Reports

 TANF Needy Family Services

 Non-Assistance Programs

 Eligibility vs Non-Eligibility 

 Services for Needy Families 

 Federal Reports
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TANF Budget and Reserve Spending

 TANF Reserve Funds – How does it work?

 Last 4 years of TANF Reserve Spending

 Legislative Appropriations

 DWS Contracts



2014 General Session 
TANF Appropriations

Amount SFY15 SFY16 SFY17 SFY18 SFY19 Item Name

$8,193,200 $2,048,300 $2,048,300 $2,048,300 $2,048,300 Child care competitive rate subsidy

$2,179,200 $2,179,200 Afterschool programs to address intergenerational poverty

$1,500,000 $1,500,000 Refugee services

$1,500,000 $1,500,000 Mental health early intervention for children and youth

$1,000,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 Children's Center for preschool children with MH needs

$1,000,000 Supported Employment - WAIVER DENIED BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

$750,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 Family Resource Facilitator Higher Education Navigator Program

$566,600 $566,600 Child care for 60 days during temporary unemployment

$300,000 $300,000 The Marriage Commission

$150,000 $150,000 Hyrum Community Resource Center - direct services to children and families

$104,000 $104,000 Garland Community Resource Center - services to assist in self-reliance

$50,000 $25,000 $25,000 Weber County Youth Impact Program - youth services

$17,293,000 $8,873,100 $2,573,300 $2,548,300 $2,298,300 $0 Total New TANF Funding Authorized During 2014 General Session



2015 General Session
TANF Appropriations

Amount SFY15 SFY16 SFY17 SFY18 SFY19 Item Name

$300,000 $300,000 Mental health early intervention for children and youth

$300,000 $300,000 The Marriage Commission

$1,000,000 $1,000,000 Nurse Family Partnership Program

$35,000 $5,000 $30,000 Weber County Youth Impact Program

$1,635,000 $5,000 $1,630,000 $0 $0 $0 Total New TANF Funding Authorized During 2015 General Session



2016 General Session
TANF Appropriations

# Amount SFY15 SFY16 SFY17 SFY18 SFY19 Item Name

1 $33,000,000 $11,000,000 $11,000,000 $11,000,000 Access to High Quality School Readiness Programs (S.B. 101)

2 $4,500,000 $1,500,000 $1,500,000 $1,500,000 Crisis/Respite Nurseries

3 $6,750,000 $2,250,000 $2,250,000 $2,250,000 Homeless Reform Initiative (H.B. 436)

4 $324,000 $108,000 $108,000 $108,000 Lethality Assessment Protocol

5 $787,000 $787,000 Domestic Violence Shelters

6 $450,000 $450,000 Homeless Children Supplemental Education Funding

7 $430,000 $430,000 Succeed at the Club

8 $500,000 $500,000 UPSTART

9 $600,000 $600,000 Sexual Violence/Assault Funding

10 $300,000 $300,000 The Marriage Commission

11 $464,000 $249,000 $215,000 Abstinence and Personal Responsibility Education

12 $6,000,000 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 Access to Recovery (Department of Human Services)

13 $3,000,000 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 Home Visiting Program (Department of Health)

14 $100,000 $100,000 Mental Health Early Intervention Evaluation (Department of Human Services)

$57,205,000 $0 $249,000 $21,240,000 $17,858,000 $17,858,000 Total New TANF Funding Authorized During 2016 General Session



2017 General Session
TANF Appropriations

# Amount SFY15 SFY16 SFY17 SFY18 SFY19 SFY20 Item Name

1 $939,000 $939,000 Domestic Violence Shelters

2 $8,640,000 $2,880,000 $2,880,000 $2,880,000 Kindergarten Supplemental Enrichment Program

3 $698,136 $232,712 $232,712 $232,712 Out of Wedlock Pregnancy Prevention

4 $750,000 $750,000 Sexual Violence Prevention and Medical Care for Victims

$11,027,136 $0 $0 $0 $4,801,712 $3,112,712 $3,112,712 

Total New TANF Funding Authorized During 2017 General 

Session



THANK YOU

SISIFO TAATITI – staatiti@utah.gov

NATHAN HARRISON - nharrison@utah.gov
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